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Feature: Not Applicable 
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Descriptive Note: 

Not Applicable. 
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Direction to issue a label has been given on Not Applicable 
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SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The book entitled Dreams of a Young Girl is classified as: 

Unrestricted. 

Dreams of a Young Girl consists largely of colour and black and white photographs by 
well-known photographer David Hamilton. Several poems are interspersed through the 
book. The photographs show naked, semi-naked and clothed adolescent girls. 

While there are erotic undercurrents in the book, particularly relating to the presentation 
of girls as vulnerable and passive, the dominant effect is aesthetic rather than sexual. 
The text, being poetry, is ambiguous, and the photographs themselves are not unduly 
explicit. The girls' breasts are frequently visible, but their genital areas are almost 
invariably obscured. 

The Classification Office has balanced the limited degree to which the book exploits 
young persons' nudity against the dominant effect of the book, its likely and intended 
purpose, and its technical and artistic merit. Overall, it is unlikely that the availability of 
the book would be injurious to the public good. 

The Classification Office sought expert assistance from a professional photographer, 
an art historian, and three sexual health educators in forming its view of the book. 
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